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and all acts, purchases and conveyances here-
tofore made by any railway company of this 
state, which are authorized by this act, are 
hereby legalized, ratified and confirmed; pro-
vided, however, that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to legalize any contract or 
indenture of lease heretofore entered into be-
tween a corporation of this state and any 
corporation organized under or created by the 
laws of the United States. But no railroad cor-
poration shall consolidate with, or lease or pur-
chase, or in any way become owner of, or con-
trol any other railroad corporation, or any stock, 
franchises, rights or property thereof, which 
owns or controls a parallel and competing line, 
to be determined by jury. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage and pub-
lication. 

Approved April 19, 1895. 

No. 246, A.] 	[Published April 29, 1895. 

CHAPTER 309. 
AN ACT to authorize the common council of 

cities of the first class to create wards and to 
change the boundaries of existing wards in 
such cities. 

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in 
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

Whereas, It is the duty of the legislature 
after each census to apportion anew the state 
in the senate and assembly districts, and 

Whereas, It is necessary, owing to the change 
in population in different sections of cities of 
the first class, that from time to time the boun- 
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daries of wards be changed and new wards be 
created, so that the population of the several 
wards of such cities shall be nearly equal, to 
enable the legislature to comply with the man-
date of the constitution and redistrict accord-
ing to the number of inhabitants; therefore: 

SECTION 1. The common council of all cities g=fi cflu:- 
of the first class, and of all cities organized un- 
der special charter, containing a population of &vedrtsouthoat. 

forty thousand and upwards, is hereby author- icubsatnagned bound.  

ized by a two-thirds vote, on or before the first auripoenil twwaro_dis ' 
day of December after each state and national third faro o same. 
census, to redistrict, readjust and change the 
boundaries of wards within such city, so that 
the wards shall be as nearly equal in popula-
tion as may be, and for accomplishing the pur-
poses of this act, such common council may 
create new wards and consolidate old ones, but 
no ward shall be created having a population 
less than eight thousand nor exceeding twenty 
thousand. In the redistricting of the city, as 
herein provided, the original numbers of the 
wards and the geographical outline shall as far 
as possible be retained, and the wards so cre-
ated and the old ones the boundaries of which 
are changed shall be in as compact form as 
practicable. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and 
he in force from and after its passage and pub-
lication. 

Approved April 19, 1895. 
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